
 Meeting Minutes, April 22 2017, Ottawa, Ontario     

 
 

1 

 

  Transportation Association of Canada (TAC)  
ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL MEETING 
Friday, April 22nd 2017, 09:00-16:00  

South Ballroom, Marriott Hotel 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 

Council members present:  

Darren Carter (Past Chair)  

Meeting Chair 

Alberta Transportation  

Oliver Laser (Vice-Chair)   AMEC Environment and Infrastructure 

Scott Stewart ( Board Liaison)  IBI Group 

Ethan Askey   City of Calgary 

Allan Bartman City of Edmonton 

Mike Bricks Morrison Hershfield Ltd.  

Nazzareno Capano City of Toronto  

Dominic Cliche Transport Canada 

Melissa Cummings New Brunswick Department of Transportation and Infr. 

Bill Ferreira Canadian Construction Association  

Clark Gunter MMM Group  

Amir Iravani Dillon Consulting Ltd. 

Dawn Irish Ontario Ministry of Transportation 

Paul Kalashnikoff AMEC Foster Wheeler Environment and Infrastructure 

Shauna Lehmann  Saskatchewan Highways and Infrastructure  

Ian MacCallum   Nova Scotia Department of Transportation and Infr. 

Amy McLenaghan  Tetra Tech 

Paul Murchison Yukon Department of Highways and Public Works   

Stu Niven Government of Northwest Territories Department of Infrastructure 

Kimber Osiowy Manitoba Infrastructure 

Michael Parks City of Brampton 

Sherry Sullivan Cement Association of Canada 

Ian Upjohn  SNC-Lavalin  

Allan Widger  Allan Widger Consulting Corp.    

Craig Stackpole (Secretary) Transportation Association of Canada 

 

Also Present: 

Heather Crewe Ontario Good Roads Association 

Ron Galloway Armtec 

Stephen Legaree Alberta Transportation 

Sarah O’Keefe Transport Canada  

Scott Shayko Envision 

Lucas Warner  Stantec 

Sarah Wells  Transportation Association of Canada 

Matt Wheeler McIntosh Perry 

Terry Zdan Manitoba Infrastructure 
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Council members not in attendance: 

Robin Taylor (Chair) Hemmera EnviroChem Inc.  

Maya Caron (Pending Vice-Chair) Stantec  

Elaine Aucoin  City of Moncton  

Jim Berezowsky City of Winnipeg 

David Boudreault  Ministère des Transports, Mobilité durable et l'Électrification 

des transports 

Helen Cook   Translink  

Arto Keklikian  National Capital Commission  

Trevor Kinley Parks Canada 

Andrew McCoy Yukon Department of Highways and Public Works   

Frank McKinney  City of Ottawa 

Bob Pett Nova Scotia Transportation & Infrastructure Renewal 

Sonya Saunders Government of the Northwest Territories 

Patrick Shea Newfoundland and Labrador Transp.and Works  

Brian Thompson  Prince Edward Island Transp.and Public Works 

Mark Traverso British Columbia Ministry of Transportation and 

Infrastructure 

 
 

 
 
 

Note: Attachments to the minutes are available on the TAC SharePoint site at: 
www.tac-share.ca  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tac-share.ca/
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1. Opening Remarks and Welcome 

 

Mr. Carter welcomed participants to the meeting.  

 

The following departures and new members were noted: 

 

 Scott Stewart, IBI, is the new EC Board Liaison replacing Paul LaFleche 

 Rico Fung, Cement Assn., retired – Sherry Sullivan, Cement Assn., joining 

 Chris Duyvestyn, Brampton, departure - replaced by Michael Parks  

 Ryan Counlter, Manitoba, departure – replaced by Kimber Osiowy 

 Alec Simpson, Transport Canada, retired – Replaced by Dominic Cliche 

 Rhonda Bachelor, NWT, replaced by Stu Niven  
 

It was indicated nominations for vacant EC Executive psotions were accepted from the 

Environment Council membership after the September 2016 meeting.  From this process, 

Oliver Laser became of current Vice-Chair of the Council, and will assume the position of 

Chair immediately following the September 2017 meeting.  At that time Maya Caron will 

become Vice-Chair.  

 

It was stated Shauna Lehmann is now the EIMSC Chair, with Dawn Irish becoming the 

EALSC Chair.  

 

Roundtable introductions were carried out.  

 

2.  Review and Approval of Agenda 

Mr. Carter requested comments on the proposed agenda which was circulated in advance.  

It was noted item 14 is to being deferred.  It was agreed by motion (MacCallum/Askey) that 

the agenda be adopted as revised.  

 

3.  Approval of September 2016 Meeting Minutes    

 

Mr. Carter drew attention to the September 24
th

, 2016 meeting minutes, which had been 

circulated to the EC in advance. It was noted all action items were either complete or 

proposed for discussion within the agenda.   

It was agreed by motion (Widger/Gunter) that the minutes be approved as circulated. 

4.  Roundtable 

Mr. Carter stated participants are invited to provide one or two items of interest during the 

first round of the roundtable discussion, while a second round will provide an opportunity 

for discussion on additional items of interest.  

 

Mr. Murchison indication the Yukon is taking steps to incorporate climate change impacts 

into functional planning.  Mr. Murchison stated dramatic indicators of climate change are 
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becoming apparent with the direction change of the Slims River, which no longer flows 

under a bridge constructed in 2009.  

 

Mr. Laser stated there might be potential for a future presentation on asset management in 

northern transportation, especially as infrastructure funding is a Board of Directors 

specified emerging issue.    

 

Mr. Cliche introduced himself as the new EC representative from Transport Canada.  Mr. 

Cliche stated comments are due May 5
th

 for the current public consultation of the CEAA 

review.   

 

Mr. Gunter indicated the topic of road salt management is heating up.  He stated a recent 

CBC report noted an increased level of salinity in the great lakes.  Mr. Carter stated with 

the sensitivity of maintenance yards, the EC could look into developing a best management 

practices document in terms of how to manage salt at maintenance yards.  Mr. Gunter 

echoed that many municipalities do not have good housekeeping procedures in place for the 

management of salt and fuel at maintenance yards.   

 

Ms. Crewe indicated road agencies can be identified as a 3
rd

 party pertaining to the usage of 

road salt.  In response to this, the Ontario Good Roads Association works with provinces to 

minimize maintenance parameters.  Presently a revision is working its way through the 

Ministry of Transportation Ontario for sidewalk maintenance.  It was noted a report on how 

to maintain roads in salt vulnerable areas for drinking water quality is being developed, 

examining ways on how to reduce salt contamination in vulnerable areas while keeping 

level of service.    

 

Ms. Crewe stated agencies are currently dealing with the spread of invasive phragmites, 

which can affect drainage and road sight lines.  It was noted they use roadside ditches as a 

spread vector from wetland areas.  Phragmites also thrive on salt, with the chloride in NaCl 

stimulating their root structures.   

 

Mr. Capano indicated the City of Toronto joined an international 100 city resiliency 

program funded through the Rockefeller Centre.  Other Canadian cities that have joined the 

program include Vancouver, Calgary and Montreal.  As part of the program, funding is also 

provided for an on staff resiliency officer to move the portfolio forward.  

 

Ms. Irish stated the Ministry of Transportation Ontario is seeing an increase in public 

enquiries on the linkages of health and transit facilities.  Ms. Irish indicated the Ministry of 

Transportation Ontario is working on a biodiversity plan, an invasive species plan, and a 

pollinator health action plan.  Updates will be provided as the impacts to infrastructure for 

the convergence of the three strategies unfolds.   

 

Mr. Niven indicated the world’s longest ice road, the Tuktoyaktuk Highway, is about to be 

finished.  Upon completion, Canada’s highway network will connect coast to coast to coast.  

The highway consists of two gravel lanes stretching ~150 km from Inuvik to Tuktoyaktuk.  
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Mr. Zdan stated Transport Canada is presenting to the Council of Deputy Ministers on the 

Ocean Protection Plan.  The aim of the plan is to improve management of spills and 

transportation of dangerous goods to protect habitats.  Mr. Cliche indicated the focus of the 

presentation is on the coastal portion of the plan.  Mr. Cliche stated an update can be 

provided at the next meeting, though he can be contacted for any current questions.     

 

Mr. Osiowy indicated a priority for Manitoba is a project to improve drainage for the river 

and lake system, with construction intended to take place 2020-2021.  

 

Mr. Carter stated with potential changes to the respective acts the EC remains updated on, 

the delivery of infrastructure projects are likely to become more difficult.    

 

Mr. Kalashnikoff indicated there is uncertainty around consultation with first nations, as 

there is ambiguity on what is full consultation.   

 

Mr. Niven stated the Northwest Territories hired the Erosion and Sediment Control Agency 

of Canada to provide training to government employees and stakeholders, with the result of 

everyone now speaking the same language and similar understanding of the issues.   

 

5.  Chair’s Report  

Mr. Carter reported items of importance are dispersed throughout the agenda items.  It was 

noted the available April 2017 Report to the Board summarized EC’s current activities and 

indicated EC’s continued commitment to carry out its mandate.  

 

6. Project Updates 

 

Climate Change Risk Assessment Project 

 

Mr. Capano indicated the project steering committee saw the prototype tool during their 

meeting this week, which is Microsoft Access based.  The climate change risk assessment 

tool was originally developed by the City of Toronto to check associated risk with extreme 

weather events.  Approval was obtained to share the tool with TAC to run a project to 

further develop the tool onto a national scale.  In addition to a user’s manual, four how to 

videos will be created encompassing one per respective module.   

 

It was stated the tool should be complete by July 2017, with beta tests of each aspect over 

the summer.  The project will present to EC and Chief Engineer’s Council in September.   

 

From an enquiry, it was indicated that the tool will be bilingual, aside from form 

submissions.    

 

Strategic Opportunities for Integrating Health and Transportation Project 

 

Mr. Stackpole indicated a project to develop guidelines that identify gaps and provide 

recommendations to strengthen the integration between health and transportation has been 

launched by the Transportation Association of Canada (TAC). 
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Transportation systems have traditionally been designed primarily for motorized vehicles 

and goods movement, though the paradigm has begun to shift towards health-promoting 

transportation systems and environments.  Health status can be improved when 

transportation systems facilitate public and active transportation, whereby physical activity 

would be safely integrated into daily life. This approach can help reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and congestion, while improving productivity and sustainability. 

 

Recommended by the Transportation Planning and Research and the Sustainable 

Transportation standing committees under the guidance of the Urban Transportation 

Council, key tasks of this project will include: 

 Review best practices regarding health implications associated with transportation, 

and 

 Develop recommendations/guidance to address identified gaps and strengthen the 

integration between health and transportation. 

 

The project steering committee is being formed, with work set to begin early summer.   

 

Funding partners for this project include Alberta Transportation; New Brunswick 

Transportation and Infrastructure; Ontario Ministry of Transportation; Region of Peel; 

Regional Municipality of Waterloo; Regional Municipality of York; Halifax Regional 

Municipality, and the cities of Calgary, Edmonton, Montréal and Ottawa. 

 

7. Standing Committee Reports 

Environmental Issues Management Standing Committee (EIMSC)  

Please refer to the presentation provided by Ms. Lehmann available on SharePoint.  

It was indicated a membership survey was conducted during winter 2016.  The results will 

be made available on SharePoint.  

Ms. Lehmann stated the current priority issues as recommended by the EIMSC are: 

 Invasive alien species management; 

 Benchmarking of environmental management performance by transportation 

agencies; and 

 Using SharePoint tools to track and advance issues and related actions. 

 

It was indicated a project is being scoped on the topic of invasive alien species 

management.  

 

The EIMSC is providing two panel sessions during the TAC fall conference:  

 Roadside features and ecology 

 Emerging environmental technologies 
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Environmental Advisory and Legislation Committee (EALSC)  

Please refer to the presentation provided by Ms. Irish available on SharePoint. 

It was indicated comments are due May 5
th

 for the current public consultation of the CEAA 

review.  It was noted agencies should respond directly and outside of TAC.  

Mr. Stewart requested that summaries of possible changes to the acts with significant 

implications should be added to the EC Report to the Board presentation.   

Integrated Committee on Climate Change 

Mr. Gunter indicated the overall role of the Integrated Committee on Climate Change 

(ICCC) is to provide technical expertise within TAC on climate change related issues, 

focusing on greenhouse gas reduction initiatives to mitigate climate change and adaptation 

initiatives to promote resilient transportation systems.  The inaugural meeting of the ICCC 

was held in September 2016 in Toronto, with over 20 individuals in attendance.   

 

The committee recognizes the important role it will fill in reporting to, and interacting with, 

TAC councils. To that end, and through consultation with Council Chairs, it was agreed 

that each council would assign a representative to act as liaison with the ICCC.   As the 

ICCC work progresses, specific issues relating to climate change will be raised where 

necessary with the Board of Directors by an appropriate council.  A report to the Board 

about climate change activity going on within TAC will also be submitted annually by the 

ICCC. 

 

8. Project Presentation: Migratory Birds Convention Act 

Please refer to the associated presentation given by Mr. Wheeler. 

From an enquiry, Mr. Wheeler indicated nesting cups would be made of wood or clay, with 

pipes being made of PVC or natural materials.  

9. TAC Secretariat Report 

Please refer to the associated TAC Executive Director’s report available on SharePoint. 

Dr. Wells indicated the annual TAC Conference and Exhibition, convened in Toronto in 

2016, was a success. Over 1400 people participated as delegates, exhibitors, speakers, 

companions or fall meeting participants. The technical program included more than 60 

sessions, panels and workshops featuring 148 speakers from more than 70 organizations 

Planning for the 2017 TAC Conference and Exhibition is well underway. Themed 

“Investing in Transportation: Building Canada’s Economy,” 1200 people are expected to 

attend the event in St. John’s (NL). Nearly 200 abstracts were submitted to the technical 

program. 
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Elements of note about the delivery of the conference include: 

 Changing the format of the print‐version of the conference program from a single 

booklet to user‐friendly daily information sheets; 

 A new conference mobile app that is easier to access, use and update both as a 

download and online;  

 Continuation of the International Speaker Fund; 

 A first‐time use of Poken for delegates and exhibitors, a digital business card and 

briefcase that facilitates networking and information exchange; 

 Formal branding of Tuesday as ‘Student Day’ of the conference, including offering 

complimentary access to the Tuesday Lunch and student‐specific technical 

programming, both supported through new sponsorship; 

 Continuation of the Student Grant program piloted in 2016;  

 A special conference registration rate for young professionals; continuation of the 

free registration option for students. 

Dr. Wells stated over the last 18 months, TAC’s Board of Directors has been working on 

the development of a new strategic plan for the Association to take effect in 2017/18. As 

part of that work, in December 2016, the Board approved new vision and mission 

statements. The vision expresses the future state to which TAC aspires. The mission 

captures important components of how TAC accomplishes its work and describes the 

essential reasons the Association exists. 

VISION 

Transportation that makes Canada safe, healthy and prosperous 

MISSION 

Working together to share ideas, build knowledge, promote best practices, foster 

leadership, and encourage bold transportation solutions. 

At its meeting in April, the Board of Directors will also consider a multi‐year operational 

plan, a break‐even budget and work program for fiscal year 2017/18.  As part of the 

operational plan, publication pricing will be reviewed to ensure it is still meeting the 

expectation of members.  

Release of a new edition of the Geometric Design Guide for Canadian Roads (GDG) is 

anticipated in 2017. The culmination of a major project supported by numerous funding 

partners, dedicated volunteers and a committed consulting team, the release of the new 

edition is an important and exciting milestone. Opportunities to learn more about the guide 

and its contents will be offered through webinars and a cross‐Canada seminar tour. 

Another major project has been launched to develop a new edition of the Manual of 

Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Canada. In addition to refreshing the entire document 

to ensure consistency in content, writing style and format, the project will involve specific 
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updates for many sections of the Manual following guiding principles and fundamentals 

identified in an earlier scoping study. 

Dr. Wells indicated in September 2016, TAC’s Board of Directors made a landmark 

decision regarding support for TAC’s foundational guidelines and approved development of 

a new reserve fund. The Foundational Guidelines Reserve Fund will be built through an 

annual contribution from membership revenue as well as possible contributions from any 

operational surpluses.  Funds thus collected can be allocated by the Board to support the 

development of future new editions of TAC’s foundational guidelines. 

TAC’s Learning Program continues to grow with more offerings available by webinar. 

Since April 2016, 20 webinars were delivered in which over 300 professionals participated.  

It was indicated topics can be suggested using the online submission forms found on the 

TAC website.  

Eleven English and eight French publications have been released since April 2016. Those 

released from September through March are listed in the updated version of TAC’s 

publication tracking report which is intended to keep councils and committees abreast of 

new and upcoming releases. Worth noting is a change in procedure that will now see a 

media release written and distributed to announce all new TAC publications. 

Also in the last year, the secretariat offices were relocated. Members have been asked to 

update their records with our new mailing address at 1111 Prince of Wales Drive, Ottawa, 

ON, K2C 3T2. 

Future TAC Conferences: 

 2017 – St. John's, Newfoundland and Labrador, September 24 – 27 

 2018 – Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, September 30 – October 3 

 2019 – Halifax, Nova Scotia, September 22 – 25 

From an enquiry for guidance on the usage of TAC letterhead in response the ongoing 

federal act reviews discussed at the EC, Dr. Wells indicated Board of Director approval is 

required as the EC would be speaking on behalf of TAC.  Dr. Wells also noted to be 

mindful that TAC does not take an advocacy position.   

10. Presentation: Acrylite Sound Barriers 

Please refer to the associated presentation given by Mr. Galloway. 

Mr. Upjohn commented on the aesthetic aspect of how the barriers allow light to shine 

through.  

Mr. Osiowy enquired if any sound is absorbed by the barriers.  Mr. Galloway indicated the 

barriers are fully reflective.  



 Meeting Minutes, April 22 2017, Ottawa, Ontario     

 
 

10 

 

Two samples were passed around to those in attendance.  Mr. Galloway indicated the 

surface density ranged from 3.6-6.1 to reach 4.3 lbs. per sq. ft.  It was noted the opaque 

sample has a higher density than the non-opaque.   

Ms. Sullivan enquired on the life expectancy of the barriers.  Mr. Galloway stated there are 

some barriers who have currently been installed for 30 years.   

11. Presentation: SmogStop 

Please refer to the associated presentation given by Mr. Shayko. 

Mr. Shayko indicated the product has a dust repellent coating to maintain efficiency, with 

glass portions being cleaned by rainwater.  

Mr. Shayko stated the product has a 10 year warranty, but is expected to last longer.   

It was indicated only one wall is coated, with the product’s shape generating a vortex to 

draw airflow through the system.  The system contains no moving parts.   

It was stated that the product system as a whole has not been crash tested.  

12. Presentation: Transportation Regulatory Compliance Opportunity: Fisheries Self-

Assessment Tool (FSAT) for Watercourse Crossings 

Please refer to the associated presentation given by Mr. Warner. 

Ms. Lehmann enquired on endorsement for FSAT, as Saskatchewan is experiencing 

difficulty receiving endorsement.  Mr. Warner indicated there is currently some difficulty 

receiving endorsement with the Fisheries Act under review.  

Mr. Warner stated the monitoring component of the online software  

Mr. Warner indicated the tool is available to anyone, and to contact him should you require 

information (Lucas.Warner@stantec.com).  

13.  TAC Awards 

 

It was noted full summary of submissions is available on SharePoint.  

 

A Review Panel of five members of the EC evaluated the full submissions based on the 

following criteria: 

 Contribution to protection and enhancement of the environment 

 Degree of innovation 

 Financial implications 

 Overall applicability to transportation 

The Review Panel commended each finalist for their contribution towards protecting the 

environment. However, the Review Panel especially recognized the submission from the 
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City of Toronto for its significant contribution to the protection and enhancement of the 

environment and high degree of innovation.  

 

The Review Panel recommended the 2017 Environmental Achievement Award be 

conferred upon the City of Toronto for its “Clean Roads to Clean Air Program”. 

 

The EC approved the recommendation by motion (Upjohn, Irish).  

 

14. Presentation: Environment and Climate Change Canada   

 

This presentation was deferred.  

 

15. TAC 2017 September Meeting in St. John’s 

 

Mr. Carter invited discussion on topics and presentations of interest for the next and future 

Council meetings. The following suggestions for agenda items and invited presentations 

were provided:  

 

 Tuktoyaktuk Highway Showcase presentation - Niven 

 ICCC inclusion under standing committee updates 

 Transport Canada update on Ocean Protection Plan 

 Risk Analysis and Responding to Climate Change Tool project presentation 

 Pan Canadian Framework presentation 

 Federal Updates at EALSC 

 Alberta Transportation: The Environmental Regulatory Tracking Application 

(ERTA) 

 Moose on Trans-Canada Highway in NFLD – Patrick Shea 

 Migratory Birds project update 

 Maintenance and Construction SC update 

 Northern Infrastructure in the Presence of Climate Change committee update 

 Newfoundland & Labrador provincial coastal network presentation    

 

Mr. Carter thanked participants for suggestions and noted that the Executive will meet over 

the summer to develop an agenda for the Council meetings in St. John’s. 

       

16. Other Business  

 

Ms. Lehmann indicated thanks to the EC and standing committee membership for 

responses to the circulated membership survey.  

 

Mr. Carter shared a video on the Alberta Wildlife Watch App, which can be found at: 

https://youtu.be/baVMLvf7E7E. It was indicated this is a cell phone application which 

works offline.  Routers were installed at respective maintenance yards to allow the transfer 

of data once the cell phones enter into range.   

https://youtu.be/baVMLvf7E7E
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No further business was stated.   

 

17. Closing Remarks 

 

In closing, Mr. Carter thanked members for their participation, and the meeting was 

adjourned.  
 

 

Prepared by: C. Stackpole  

Distributed on: May 23
rd

, 2017 


